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A. Mandatory reviewer declarations 

• ☐ I have sufficient expertise and time to provide a careful review. 

• ☐ I have disclosed all actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest. 

• ☐ I will maintain confidentiality and will not contact the authors. 

• ☐ I have not shared or delegated the manuscript without prior editor approval. 

• ☐ I have not uploaded the manuscript or review to an unauthorised AI service. 

• ☐ Any citation suggestions are based solely on scholarly relevance, not citation advantage. 

B. Evaluation matrix 

Criterion Assessment focus Meets 
Revision 

needed 

Major 

concern / 

N.A. 

Scope and 

relevance 

Fits the journal; research question is clear; 

contribution is relevant to planning/built 

environment. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 

Originality and 

contribution 

Provides a distinct theoretical, empirical, 

methodological, policy or professional 

contribution. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 

Literature and 

context 

Engages relevant and current literature 

accurately, critically and fairly; identifies the 

gap. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 

Research design 

and methods 

Design, sampling, instruments, variables and 

analysis are appropriate and sufficiently 

transparent. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 

Data and results 
Evidence is adequate; analyses are correct; 

results are clear and not overstated. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 

Discussion and 

conclusion 

Interpretation follows from results; 

limitations and implications are addressed; 

claims are proportionate. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 
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Criterion Assessment focus Meets 
Revision 

needed 

Major 

concern / 

N.A. 

Ethics and 

integrity 

Ethics/consent, privacy, conflicts, funding, 

data availability, AI use and permissions are 

appropriately addressed. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 

Reproducibility 

and 

transparency 

Data, code, protocols, reporting details and 

supplementary material support verification 

where feasible. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 

Clarity and 

presentation 

Organisation, language, tables, figures, maps 

and abstract communicate the work 

effectively. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 

References and 

citation integrity 

References are accurate, relevant and 

balanced; no important omission or 

inappropriate citation pattern is evident. 
☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

C. Comments to the authors 

1. Summary and principal contribution: 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Major comments (number each essential point and explain the evidence/change required): 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Minor comments: 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. Confidential comments to the editor 

Use this space for conflict concerns, suspected misconduct, reviewer-identity issues or information that 

should not appear in the author-facing report. Do not use it to make unsupported allegations. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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E. Recommendation 

• ☐ Accept 

• ☐ Minor revision 

• ☐ Major revision 

• ☐ Reject and invite a new submission 

• ☐ Reject 

 

Confidence in recommendation:  ☐ High    ☐ Moderate    ☐ Limited 

 

Willing to review a revision:  ☐ Yes    ☐ No    ☐ If requested 

 

Basis: The reviewer recommendation is advisory. The editor makes the final decision after assessing the 

manuscript, reports, conflicts, ethics and journal policies. 

  

In order for papers to be published in the Planning Malaysia Journal (PMJ), the following must be 

fulfilled:  

1. All papers must not exceed 15 pages in PMJ template 

2. All illustrations, figures and/or tables in the manuscript must be captioned, in clear black and 

white (grayscale) and ready for reproduction. 

3. The manuscript should include: Title; Author(s) name and Affiliation, One Corresponding 

Author; the Abstract; Keywords; Introduction; Methods; Results; Discussion; 

Acknowledgement, Disclosure Statement and References. All papers must be formatted 

according to PMJ template. 

4. All papers must not exceed 15 pages in PMJ template. 

5. All papers must adopt APA style for referencing. 

6. All papers must include citations or refer to at least 2 articles from Planning Malaysia. Kindly 

refer to www.planningmalaysia.org/publications for the published articles  

7. Author must ensure that all citations are included in the Reference List and vice versa.  

8. Author must ensure that your Turnitin result does NOT exceed 24% similarities prior publication. 

9. Papers related to systematic review or review of literature will normally not be accepted in this 

journal 

10. Revised papers must address all the comments made by reviewers. 

 

We hope that the comments made by the reviewers will be of benefits to authors in revising their papers 

to ensure quality publication. We also would like to reiterate that authors must observe the requirements 

listed above to ensure their papers will be selected for publication in the Journal.  
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